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Anaphylaxis Policy

 QUALITY AREA 2: CHILDREN’S HEALTH AND SAFETY 

	Link to National Quality Standard 2.1   Element 2.1.2  2.2.2 

QUALITY AREA 7: GOVERNANCE AND LEADERSHIP
Link to National Quality Standard 7.1   Element 7.1.2

	


Aim: 
The aim of this policy is to minimise the risk of an anaphylactic reaction occurring while the child is in the care of Manilla Community Preschool. Ensure that staff members respond appropriately to an anaphylactic reaction by initiating appropriate treatment, including competently administering an EpiPen®. To raise the awareness of the Manilla Preschool community about anaphylaxis and its management through education and policy implementation.

GUIDELINES: 

The Committee is responsible for:

· Ensuring staff responsible for the child/ren at risk of anaphylaxis attend anaphylaxis management training as part of their First Aid Training. 

· Ensuring that all relieving staff are aware of the child at risk of anaphylaxis, the child’s allergies, anaphylaxis action plan and EpiPen® kit. If the relieving staff member is not trained in anaphylaxis management, the Committee shall ensure at least one staff member trained in anaphylaxis management is present at Manilla Preschool and that staff member is aware of that

· Displaying an ASCIA generic poster called Action plan for Anaphylaxis in a key location at Manilla Community Preschool. 
Staff responsible for the child at risk of anaphylaxis are responsible for:

· Conducting an assessment of the potential for accidental exposure to allergens while child/ren at risk of anaphylaxis are in the care of Manilla Preschool and develop a risk minimisation plan in consultation with staff and the families of the child/ren.

· Ensuring a copy of the child’s anaphylaxis action plan is visible to all staff.

· Following the child’s anaphylaxis action plan in the event of an allergic reaction, which may progress to anaphylaxis.

· Where a child who has not been diagnosed as allergic, but who appears to be having an anaphylactic reaction:

o Calling an ambulance immediately by dialling 000

o Commencing first aid measures

o Contacting the parents/guardians

o Contacting the person to be notified in the event of illness if the parents/guardians cannot be contacted.

· Making sure their first aid training is up to date and that it includes training in the administering of an EpiPen®. 
· Ensuring enrolment forms are up to date & as part of the enrolment procedure, noting if the child has allergies and document this information on allergy alert form. If the child has allergies, ask the parents/guardians to provide a medical management plan. This plan will be placed on display in kitchen area with the child’s photo attached for easy identification.
·  Ensuring that parents/guardians provide an anaphylaxis action plan signed by the child’s doctor and a complete EpiPen® kit while the child is present at Preschool.

· Ensuring that the EpiPen® kit is stored in a location that is known to all staff, including relief staff; easily accessible to adults (not locked away); inaccessible to children; and away from direct sources of heat.

· Ensuring that the EpiPen® kit for each child at risk of anaphylaxis is carried by a trained adult on excursions that this child attends.

· Regularly checking the EpiPen® expiry date, thereby ensuring that the EpiPen® has not expired. (The manufacturer will only guarantee the effectiveness of the EpiPen® to the end of the nominated expiry month).

· Providing information to Manilla Community about resources and support for managing allergies and anaphylaxis.
· That all epipens that are required to be kept on the premises for enrolled children are signed in onto a register by a staff member. The register is to state the childs name, the childs parents or guardian contact details, the date the epipen was signed in, the date that the epipen is valid until, and the name of the staff member it was signed in by. 

Parents/guardians of all children are responsible for:
· Complying with the outlined procedures. 
· The parent(s) are required to provide the Service with an “Allergy Diagnosis”, stating severity of allergy, plan of action to avoid allergens and treatment in the event of a reaction to an allergen occurs in the form of an “Anaphylaxis First Aid Plan” or “Emergency Medical Plan”. 

· Parent(s) will keep the Service up to date with all information relating to their child’s health needs and emergency contact numbers. This includes doctor and specialist address and phone numbers. 

· Parent(s) will bring the child’s medication every day that they attend the Service or preferably are able to keep spare medication at the Service.
· Providing staff with written consent to use the EpiPen® in line with this action plan.
· Regularly checking the EpiPen® expiry date.

· Complying with all outlined procedures. 
Contact details for resources and support

· Australasian Society of Clinical Immunology and Allergy (ASCIA), at www.allergy.org.au, provides information on allergies. The Action plan for Anaphylaxis can be downloaded from this site. Contact details for allergists may also be provided. Telephone 0425 216 402.

· Anaphylaxis Australia Inc, at www.allergyfacts.org.au, is a non-profit support organisation for families with food anaphylactic children. Items such as storybooks, tapes, EpiPen® trainers and other items are available for sale from the product catalogue on this site. Anaphylaxis Australia
Inc provides a telephone support line for information and support to help manage anaphylaxis. Telephone 1300 728 000.

· Royal Children’s Hospital, Department of Allergy, at www.rch.org.au, provides information about allergies and the services provided by the hospital. Department of Allergy to evaluate a child’s allergies and if necessary, provide an EpiPen® prescription, as well as to purchase EpiPen® trainer pens. Telephone (03) 9345 5701.
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