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Asthma Policy

 QUALITY AREA 2: CHILDREN’S HEALTH AND SAFETY 
	Link to National Quality Standard 2.1 

Element 2.1.2
2.2.2


Aim:
To ensure that staff are well prepared to manage all aspects of asthma in children, staff and parents/guardians to the best of their ability. Asthma is a very serious condition in which prompt attention is required. Manilla Preschool recognises that all asthma sufferers suffer to varying degrees and should be treated suitably.
GUIDELINES: 

· Parents/guardians are to notify staff of their child’s asthmatic condition on their child’s Detailed Enrolment Form.
· Parents/guardians of recognised asthma suffers are to supply a management plan from their doctor 
· All staff are to be aware of the children who suffer from asthma, and they are also to be familiar with their individual management plans.
· Parents/guardians should keep staff informed of their child’s asthmatic condition.
· Staff are to maintain a current First Aid Certificate including asthma management. 
· Staff are also to be familiar with related symptoms:

1. Wheezing (high raspy sound when breathing)
2. Shortness of breath
3. Tightness of chest

Symptoms may vary from individual to individual. One or all of these symptoms may be present.

In the event of a severe asthma attack:

- Call an ambulance on 000

- Apply First Aid

- Follow the 4 step Asthma Plan for mild, moderate or severe, as necessary. 
Step 1. Sit the child upright. Be calm and reassuring. Ensure affected child has adequate fresh air.

Step 2. Assist child in administering their own medication if available and applicable.

(Be aware of child’s management plan).

Step 3. Wait 4 minutes.

Step 4. If there is no improvement continue to repeat steps 2 and 3. Call 000 for medical assistance.

1. Parents/guardians are to be contacted if first aid is carried out or if staff are, in any way, concerned about the child.

2. Staff member involved is to complete a written incident report as soon as practical and provide a copy for the child’s parent/guardian.

· The 4-step Asthma Plan is to be clearly displayed near First-Aid Kit.

· A Spacer and Ventolin is kept in the First Aid Kit for emergencies. 

· Staff to check once a term for the expiry date on ventolin
· Asthma medication will be taken on all excursions.
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