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CHILDREN WITH ADDITIONAL NEEDS POLICY
QUALITY AREA 1: EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM & PRACTISE

Link to National Quality Standard 1.3


Element 1.3.2
QUALITY AREA 3: PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
Link to National Quality Standard 3.1


Element 3.1.1

Link to National Quality Framework 3.2

Element 3.2.1
3.2.2
QUALITY AREA 5: RELATIONSHIPS WITH CHILDREN
Link to National Quality Framework 5.1

Element 5.1.1
5.1.2
QUALITY AREA 6: COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIPS WITH FAMILIES & COMMUNITIES
Link to National Quality Framework 6.1

Element 6.1.2

Link to National Quality Framework 6.2

Element 6.2.2
The term Additional Needs refers to a wide range of challenges which may affect all areas of a child’s development. Sometimes a child may only experience difficulties in one area of their development and in other children it may be a global disability or delay. The need may be severe or minor. All of the above will be taken into account when planning and implementing the daily program.
AIM:  We believe that all children have an equal right to an education regardless of their additional needs.  We recognize that all children will learn in different ways and at different rates. We aim to provide a supportive environment in which all children are able to reach their full potential. In consultation with parents and additional needs services all children will be encouraged to maximize their full potential. 

GUIDELINES: 

· Each enrolment is looked at individually and if extra assistance is required above what we already offer, discussions will be held with Committee
· An Educational Support Teacher is employed to offer support to those children with additional needs and their families
· Parents of the child with additional needs are required to attend Preschool before enrolment. This is necessary to evaluate resources and any building modifications that may need doing before commencement. 

· An Individual Learning Program will be provided for all additional needs students in consultation with parent and specialist support
· The enrolment of a child with additional needs will be done in consultation with staff, the child’s parents and appropriate support services

· The centre will provide appropriate physical & staffing resources

· All qualified staff working with children with additional needs will have some understanding of appropriate inclusion and program planning.

· The centre will provide support and training for staff who are working with children with additional needs

· Where available any relevant funding may be applied for to support the child whilst at Preschool. This will be done in consultation with parents.
· It is the responsibility of the Director/Educational Support Teacher to ensure that the parent is fully informed about the program and has given consent for any action, support or intervention planned for the child.

· The parents of the child have the right to be involved and fully informed about any intervention or support which is being planned for their child.
· Parents must give consent to any assessments or reports on their child and have the right to such documents
· Parents have the right to decide who will receive such information and to retain that information they don’t wish divulged

· Parents have the right to demand and be guaranteed confidentiality in all matters to do with their child
· The committee must approve changes to the enrolment policy, the building and staffing provisions for additional needs children where necessary
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