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CARE & SUPERVISION OF CHILDREN (PROVIDING A CHILD SAFE ENVIRONMENT)
 QUALITY AREA 2: CHILDREN’S HEALTH AND SAFETY
Link to National Quality Standard 2.1

Element 2.1.2


  National Quality Standard 2.2

Element 2.2.1     2.2.2     2.2.3
QUALITY AREA 4: STAFFING ARRANGEMENTS
Link to National Quality Standard 4.1

Element 4.1.1


Statutory Regulations & Considerations
· Education and Care Services National Regulations 2018
· Guide to the National Quality Standard ACECQA
· Building Code of Australia re building requirements for new buildings/visibility of children’s bathrooms
AIM:
To provide for the protection, safety and welfare of the children attending Manilla Community Preschool at all times. We will ensure that children are adequately supervised at all times, organize rooms and environments to minimize risks to children, monitor and minimize hazards and safety risks in the environment, implement our Child Protection and our Incidents, Injury, Trauma, Illness Policies and take every reasonable precaution to protect children being educated and cared for by the service from harm and from any hazard likely to cause injury.

GUIDELINES: 

· Staff to child ratio of 1:10 is to be maintained at all times. 
· Adopt policies and procedures to protect children being educated and cared for by the service from harm and from any hazard likely to cause injury and ensure these are implemented and that all staff are aware of these policies and procedures.
Organisation of Rooms and Environments
· Manilla Community Preschool recognises the importance of providing a safe environment for all children at our service. All children have the right to experience quality education and care in an environment that safeguards and promotes their health and safety.
· Sufficient allowance will be made within budgets to allow for the replacement of worn and damaged equipment and resources which may provide safety risks for children
· Sufficient allowance will be made within budgets to allow the adequate maintenance of all indoor and outdoor environments.
· Rooms will be organised to enable adequate supervision of children and so to minimise the risk to children
· Repairs and maintenance to equipment and environments will be organised in a timely manner. 

· Indoor and outdoor spaces will be organised in such a way as to ensure risks to the health and safety of all within the Preschool are minimised
· Discuss a supervision plan and strategies for both the indoor and outdoor areas. This will assist educators to position themselves effectively for supervising the children’s play. They will take into consideration the layout of the premises and grounds, any higher risk activities, the presence of any animals, the location of activities and the location of bathroom facilities
· Inform new and relief educators about supervision arrangements and what is required of them in relation to supervising children.

· Endeavour to have two educators present/within view when working with children and when supporting children with toileting/hygiene routines.

· Arrange the education and care environment to maximise the ability of educators to supervise all areas accessible to children. Particular focus will be on gates, the fence line and doors during arrival and departure times. 

· Scan the environment while interacting with individuals or small groups. Educators will position themselves to maximise their view of the environment and the children’s play.

· Implement consistent supervision strategies and not perform other duties while responsible for the supervision of children.

· All staff will be responsible for observation & notification of any repairs and maintenance needed within the service to ensure the health and safety of children.

· All staff will report any risks or hazards within the service to the Nominated Supervisor as soon as possible.

· A risk assessment is conducted of the service environment to determine any risks to children’s health and safety
· All staff & Committee will evaluate the risks associated with identified hazards after completing daily indoor/outdoor safety checklists
· All staff & Committee will determine appropriate ways to eliminate or control identified hazards
· Review risk assessments after any serious incident report is made to the Department of Education and Communities. 

· Staff will be aware of the importance of communicating with each other about their location within the environment.
EVALUATION

Interactions with children are respectful and meaningful and challenge each child’s skills and awareness of the world. Risks are assessed and managed so that the environment can be safe, educative and stimulating. Children’s activity, interactions and play are planned for and monitored by educators with consistent strategies to minimise potential dangers to children.
SOURCES

· Guide to the Education and Care Services National Law and the Education and Care Services National Regulations 2018
· ECA Code of Ethics (2006) Early Childhood Australia - www.eca.com.au
· Health and Safety in Children’s Centers: Model Policies and Practices (2nd ed.) www.community.nsw.gov.au/docswr/_assets/main/documents/childcare_model_policies.pdf
Links to other policies

· Medical Conditions
· Interactions with Children
· Events & Excursion
· Child Protection
· Emergencies and Evacuation
· Water Safety
· Safe Sleep and Rest Times
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