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Manilla Community Pre-School Inc
CLEANING AND MAINTAINING THE ENVIRONMENT POLICY
QUALITY AREA 2: CHILDREN’S HEALTH AND SAFETY
Links to National Quality Standard 2.1

Elements 2.1.2     

    National Quality Standard 2.2
Element 2.2.1

QUALITY AREA 3: PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Links to National Quality Standard 3.1

Element 3.1.2


    National Quality Standard 3.2
Element 3.2.3

Statutory Legislation & Considerations 
Education and Care Services National Regulations 2018 

Guide to the National Quality Standard ACECQA 

The NSW Work Health and Safety Act 2011 and the NSW Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011

Staying Healthy in Child Care – Fifth edition

 AIM: To have in place procedures and schedules that ensure the buildings, premises, furniture and equipment are safe, clean and well maintained. To promote awareness of environmental sustainability through daily practices and information sharing. To involve children in discussions about health and safety issues and support children to develop guidelines to keep the environment safe for all.  

GUIDELINES:
· A cleaner will be employed two days per week with staff being responsible for other days.  
· Carry out daily checks and risk assessments of the environment. Documented repairs, cleaning or maintenance issues are identified and attended to promptly.
· Ensure that staff are familiar with policies related to cleaning
· Respond to any cleaning or maintenance issues promptly.
· Support educators to research and consider alternative and sustainable cleaning options to ensure a clean and safe environment for children.

Educators will:
· Ensure that cleaning duties do not compromise care and supervision of children at any time.

· Identify when the building, premises, furniture or equipment require cleaning or maintenance. The identified issue will be dealt with immediately. This will be done by cleaning as required or by removing the damaged furniture or equipment to be repaired or discarded as decided by the nominated supervisor and the approved provider. 

· Involve children in discussions about health and safety issues and support children to develop guidelines to keep the environment safe for all.

· Role model good cleaning practices for the children 
· Support children to have an active role in caring for their environment and to contribute to a sustainable future.

· Be responsible for spot cleaning the education and care service to ensure cleanliness and hygiene standards are maintained throughout the day.

· Seek to minimise the use of chemicals in the education and care environment. 

· Natural or chemical-free options that are sensitive to the needs of educators and children with allergies will be utilised where possible. 

· We endeavor to use Earth Renewable products for cleaning and disinfecting where possible
· Aim to minimise waste by:

1. Encouraging recyclable materials to be placed in recycling containers rather than garbage bins.

2. Recycling food scraps at meal and snack times. Children and educators can place food scraps into bowls which are placed in the middle of each table. These are then used for our worm farm/chooks/compost.

· Colour coded mops to prevent cross contamination
· Children take turns to be rubbish/water/energy monitors each day

· Literature provided to parents educating them in what their children are learning & providing them with sustainable practice they may like to follow
· See Covid policy
EVALUATION

The education and care service is well cleaned and maintained to support children’s health and safety. Children and educators work cooperatively to care for the environment in a sustainable manner. The education and care environment reflects sustainable practices, ‘Green Cleaning’ and eco-friendly choices. Educators, children, families and the wider community will learn together and embrace environmentally friendly practices.
Sources

• NSW Department of Environment and Heritage - www.environment.nsw.gov.au/households/EasyCleaning.htm

• Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities - www.environment.gov.au

• Clean and Green: Natural Cleaning Formulas by Loretta Wallace - www.nourishedmagazine.com.au/blog/articles/clean-and-green-natural-cleaning-formulas

• Health and Safety in Children’s Centres: Model Policies and Practices (2nd ed.)

www.community.nsw.gov.au/docswr/_assets/main/documents/childcare_model_policies.pdf
Date of Approval 21st March 2013      
Reviewed & approved 28.4.15

Reviewed & approved 27.3.17


Reviewed & approved 26.3.19
Reviewed & approved 6.12.21

� EMBED PBrush  ���





� EMBED PBrush  ���








[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


_1019490033

_1019489680

