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Manilla Community Pre-School Inc
DISCIPLINE/BEHAVIOUR POLICY
QUALITY AREA 5: RELATIONSHIPS WITH CHILDREN

Link to National Quality Standard 5.1


Element 5.1.2

Link to National Quality Standard 5.2


Element 5.2.2
AIM:  To encourage children to cooperate, enhance their self esteem, encourage their ability to interact and enjoy being with others. Discipline is the teaching undertaken by an adult that shows the child what is good to do, what is not good to do, what is safe, what pleases other people and what angers or hurts other people.

GUIDELINES:

· No physical punishment of any kind will be permitted or used

· Staff will use positive techniques of guidance, including redirection, anticipation of and elimination of potential problems, positive reinforcement and encouragement rather than competition, comparison or criticism.

· Daily interactions will emphasis positive and genuine interactions rather than only at times when problems arise

· Limits will be set for children

· The environment will be arranged so that minimal number of negative responses is necessary

· Children are to be involved in the setting of limits and explanations offered as to why a certain type of behavior is unacceptable

· Children will be encouraged to verbally express their feelings rather than physically expressing

· Guidance and discipline will encourage individuality and confidence of children and will not lower their self esteem

· Children will be presented with clear alternatives to help them develop their ability to make decisions and direct themselves

· Language by staff will be positive, clear and developmentally appropriate for the child in question

· Staff will have realistic expectations of the children in their care

· Staff will show sensitivity to children’s backgrounds and current home situation

· Staff will encourage other children to show sympathy for children experiencing difficulties
· Staff will get down to the child’s eye level to discuss situations
· Children are encouraged to respect the rights of others – the rules they must learn to understand when their behavior is unacceptable – eg hurting others, being rude, damaging equipment, not sharing or cooperating.

WHEN PREVENTION DOESN’T WORK

· Staff will stay calm

· Staff will comfort the hurt child and talk to the aggressor as soon as possible. When appropriate, empower the hurt child to tell the aggressor how he/she feels

· Staff will gently remove the aggressor from the group until such time as the child has settled down and is able to return to the group. 

· Staff will discus with the parents the centre discipline policy and seek parents assistance for a solution should problems arise. 

· When discussing an aggressive situation with parents, staff will remain confidential and not disclose the name of the aggressor to the other parent

· Accident records will be maintained when a child regularly hurts another child

· External professional assistance may be required to assist the aggressive child, parents, staff and other children to deal with the situation.

Related policies

1. Behavior guidance
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