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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY
QUALITY AREA 3: PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
Links to National Quality Standards 3.1
Elements 3.1.2

    National Quality Standard 3.2
Element 3.2.1     3.2.3
QUALITY AREA 6: COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIPS WITH FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES
Links to National Quality Standards 6.1
Elements 6.1.1     6.1.3


    National Quality Standard 6.2
Elements 6.2.2     6.2.3

Statutory Legislation & Considerations
· Education and Care Services National Regulations 2018
·  Guide to the National Quality Standard ACECQA
· Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
· Energy Efficiency Opportunities Act 2006
AIM:
As a community we can create encourage and increase awareness of environmental responsibility and guide centre practises. These practises need to be eco-friendly and involve staff, children and families to be successful.

GOALS: 
· The staff will ensure the centre is safe, clean & maintained

· Manilla Preschool will promote children’s awareness of the environment through daily practises, resources and interactions.

· Manilla Preschool encourages sustainable practises within the centre and encourage staff, children and families to become advocates for a ‘green     ‘ environment
GUIDELINES: 
· Staff will make sustainable practises as part of the daily routine:

1. Recycling
2. Gardening

3. Energy conservation

4. Water conservation

5. Sustainable equipment purchases

Recycling   

· Staff will include recycling as part of everyday practise 

· Recycling bins will be made available & children educated in the use of these

· Staff will discuss sustainable practise with the children as part of the curriculum

· Idea sharing will be encouraged between staff, children and families regarding sustainable ideas, implementation & resources. This can be done at staff meetings, via emails, newsletters, poster and verbal discussions
· The use of our worm farm will be discussed and how it reduces food wastage in the centre

· The use of food scraps for our chickens will also be discussed

· Children will be educated to place their food scraps into the waste bowls on their tables during meal times
· Children will assist with feeding the chooks and the worms
· The staff will discuss with children and families what worms can eat and what foods can be composted

· The children will be involved in maintaining the worm farm

Gardening

· Children will be involved in the maintenance of the garden area
· Children will be encouraged to assist with watering
· Any interested community members will be invited to assist with maintenance and planting
· Children will assist with using the worm wee as fertilizer
Energy conservation

· Staff will role model energy conservation practises of turning off lights and air conditioning when not in use. 
· Staff will make sure all power points are turned off when not in use.
· Children will take turns at being “Light Monitors”
Water Conservation
· Staff will role model water conservation practices of turning all taps off, not wasting water and emptying water play containers
· Children will take turns at being “Water Monitors”
· Staff will educate children and families in water conservation methods & the importance of water for our sustainable future
Sustainable equipment purchases

· Staff will aim to purchase equipment that is eco-friendly whenever possible
· Staff will reduce the amount of plastic and disposable equipment they purchase and select materials that are made of natural fibres and materials wherever possible.

· The staff will reflect about centre practises and how the centre can become more sustainable by reducing, reusing and recycling where ever possible. In this way we are helping children & staff to build lifelong attitudes towards sustainable practise

· The centre program will encourage staff and children to engage in innovative practices and appreciate the wonderment of the natural world while protecting the planet for future generations
EVALUATION

The education and care environment reflects sustainable practices, ‘Green Cleaning’ and eco-friendly choices. Educators, children, families and the wider community will learn together and embrace environmentally friendly practices.
SOURCES:
· NSW Department of Environment and Heritage – www.environment.nsw.gov.au
· Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities – www.environment.gov.au
· Early Childhood Environmental Education Network – www.eceen.org.au
Links to other policies 
· Cleaning and Maintaining the Environment
· Interactions with Children
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