[image: image1.emf][image: image2.emf]Manilla Community Pre-School Inc                                      
EPILEPSY POLICY
QUALITY AREA 2: CHILDREN’S HEALTH & SAFETY
Link to National Quality Standard 2.1

Element 2.1.1
2.1.2


  National Quality Standard 2.2

Element 2.2.1   
2.2.2

AIM: The aim of this policy is to minimize the risk associated with an epileptic seizure. Epilepsy is a common condition affecting children and Manilla Preschool welcomes all children with epilepsy to the school. We aim to support children with epilepsy in all aspects of school life. It is our aim that all staff/parents/children will have an understanding of epilepsy and if necessary understand about administering emergency medicines. 

GUIDELINES:

· When a child with epilepsy enrolls at Manilla Preschool, or a current pupil is diagnosed with the condition, a meeting will be organized with the parents where an individual health care plan (IHP) will be designed
· If  a member of staff presents with this condition a Management Plan will be given by them 

· All implications for learning, playing and social development must be taken into account. 

· Any special arrangements that the individual may require will be noted. 

· Children in the same class (with permission of parents) will be introduced to epilepsy in a way that they will understand, possibly through the use of story books or simple factual books. This will ensure that the child’s peers are not frightened if the child has a seizure in class.

· There will be a section where staff agrees to administer medicines if appropriate. The form will be kept in the child’s file & a copy kept in medical folder in kitchen & will be updated as necessary.

· A photo with the child’s/staff condition will be placed on the wall in the kitchen and all staff will be made familiar with this as well as all casual & volunteer staff. 

· What to do in an emergency & action plan will be discussed with all staff. 
· The individual healthcare plan will identify any medicines or first aid issues of which staff needs to be aware. It will state whether emergency medicine is required and what this medicine is. It will also contain the names of staff trained to administer the medicine. If the pupil requires emergency medicine then the plan will also contain details of the correct storage procedures.

· First Aid for the individuals seizure type will be included on their IHP and all staff will receive basic training on administering first aid. The procedure for giving basic first aid for seizures will be prominently displayed. 

· Manilla Preschool recognizes that children with epilepsy can have special educational needs because of their condition. If this is the case, the procedures for helping children with special needs will be put in place. (SEE Inclusion Policy)

· Manilla Preschool recognizes the importance of having a school environment that supports the needs of children with epilepsy. Any child suffering from epilepsy will be able to rest in a quiet place if necessary away from other children.

· Flashing shoes will not be worn at Preschool whilst an epileptic person is in attendance in case this causes a fit
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