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Manilla Community Pre-School Inc

HEALTH & SAFETY – AWARENESS OF DANGEROUS EQUIPMENT POLICY
QUALITY AREA 2: CHILDREN’S HEALTH AND SAFETY
Link to National Quality Standard 2.1


Element 2.1.2


  National Quality Standard 2.2


Elements  2.2.1
2.2.2
QUALITY AREA 3: PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
Link to National Quality Standard 3.1


Element 3.1.2
AIM:   
We aim to make children, parents and staff aware of health and safety issues and to minimise the hazards and risks to enable the children to thrive in a healthy and safe environment.

GUIDELINES:

Risk Assessment
Our risk assessment process includes:

· checking for hazards and risks indoors and outside, and in our activities and procedures. Our assessment covers adults and children
· deciding which areas need attention

· developing an action plan which specifies the action required, the timescales for action, the person responsible for the action and any funding required.

We maintain lists of health and safety issues, which are checked regularly at our staff meetings.

 Kitchen
· Children do not have access to the kitchen.

· All surfaces are clean and non-porous.

· There are separate facilities for hand-washing and for washing up.

· Cleaning materials and other dangerous materials are stored out of children’s reach.

Electrical Equipment
· All electrical equipment conforms to safety requirements and is checked regularly.

· All electrical leads are tagged every 12 months 

· Electrical tagging due dates are to be written in diary every year

· Electric sockets, leads, fire extinguishers are properly guarded and the children are taught not to touch them.

· There are sufficient sockets to prevent overloading.

· The temperature of hot water is controlled to prevent scalds. 

· Lighting and ventilation is adequate in all areas including storage areas.

Storage
· All resources and materials, which children select, are stored safely. 

· All equipment and resources are stored or stacked safely to prevent them accidentally falling or collapsing and to prevent strain and back injuries to staff when they are removing items from storage or returning items to storage.

Outdoor Area/Indoor
· Our outdoor area is securely fenced.

· Our outdoor/indoor area is checked for safety every morning and cleared of hazards before it is used.

· All outdoor/indoor activities are supervised at all times.

Activities
· The layout of play equipment allows adults and children to move safely and freely between activities. 

· All equipment is regularly checked for cleanliness and safety and any dangerous items are repaired or discarded.

· All materials - including paint and glue - are non-toxic.

· Sand is clean and suitable for children’s play.

· Physical play is constantly supervised.

· Children are taught to handle and store tools safely.

· Children learn about health, safety and personal hygiene through the activities we provide and the routines we follow.
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