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Headlice Policy  

Purpose

Pediculus humanus capitis commonly known as head lice can cause concern and frustration for parents, educator’s staff and children. This policy is intended to outline roles, responsibilities and expectations of Manilla Community Pre School to assist with treating and controlling head lice in a consistent and coordinated manner.

Strategies

If a child is seen to have Head Lice, the following will occur:

· The Nominated Supervisor will be notified,

· The parent/guardian/authorised nominee will be contacted and asked to collect the child.

· The child’s hair will be covered with their hat to ensure that the lice do not spread.

· The child will not be made to feel isolated at any time. 

In cases of severe outbreaks children may be individually checked as they arrive at the Service each day.

Treatment

Adult lice may be difficult to see; look for eggs by shining a strong light on the hair near the scalp, or using conditioner and combing technique:

1. Untangle dry hair with an ordinary comb.

2. Apply hair conditioner to dry hair (white conditioner makes it easier to see the eggs). Use enough conditioner to cover the whole scalp and all the hair from roots to tips.

3. Use an ordinary comb to evenly distribute the conditioner and divide the hair into four or more sections using hair clips.

4. Starting with a section at the back of the head, place the teeth of a head lice comb flat against the scalp. Comb the hair from the roots through to the tips.

5. Wipe the comb clean on a tissue after each stroke and check for head lice or eggs on the tissue.

6. Comb each section twice until you have combed the whole head. If the comb becomes clogged, use an old toothbrush, dental floss or a safety pin to remove the head lice or eggs.
7. The conditioner and combing technique is also an effective head lice treatment. Keep combing the whole head until all the conditioner is gone. Repeat the process daily until no lice or eggs have been found for 10 days.

Chemical treatments are also available for head lice—your pharmacist can help you choose a product. Under extreme circumstances the preschool may supply families with treatment options if needed.
Responsibilities of the Approved Provider

· To ensure that the Nominated Supervisor knows the policies and procedures of the service. 

Responsibilities of the Nominated Supervisor

· To follow procedure when dealing with head lice and ensure that all staff/educators are following policy.

· Contact family should a child be found to have head lice.

· Children who have been found to have lice do not need to be excluded as long as they have been treated. 

· A child found to have live head lice will be collected by parent at earliest convenience. Just ensure where possible that the child’s hair is pulled back. 

· Provide up to date information on Head Lice from a recognised authority to the families affected.

Responsibilities of the Educators

· To ensure that you are aware of the policy and procedure in case of an outbreak and notify the Nominated 

· All educators with long hair should have their hair tied back to prevent the spread of lice.

· Inform person in charge should you come across any children who are infected.

· Do not make it obvious to other children or families when a child has been found to have head lice.

· Protect the privacy of the child at all times.

· Do not isolate any child because of being found with head lice.

· Prevent children from sharing dress ups, hats and any kind of dramatic play toys such as hair brushes and hair ties. 

· To maintain a sympathetic attitude and avoid stigmatising/blaming families who are experiencing difficulty with control measures.

· Ask child to have their hair tied back if it is long or wear a hat 
· Encourage children to learn about head lice so as to help remove any stigma or bullying associated with the issue. 


Responsibilities of the Families

If there is an outbreak of Head Lice at Manilla Community Pre School we ask parents/guardians:

· To check children’s hair for head lice on a weekly basis, at home, using the recommended conditioner/combing detection method.

· That your child does not attend the service with untreated hair. 

· To regularly inspect all household members and then treat them if necessary.

· To notify the Service if their child is found to have live lice bugs and advise Nominated Supervisor when appropriate treatment was commenced.

· That children with long hair will attend the Service with hair tied back.

· To use only safe and recommended practices to treat head lice.

· To notify the parents/guardians of your child’s friends so they have an early opportunity to detect and treat their children if necessary.

· To act responsibly and respectfully when dealing with members of the Service and broader community especially around issues of head lice.

Related Statutory Obligations & Considerations


Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority (ACECQA) http://www.acecqa.gov.au/

Australian Government –National Health and Medical Research Council; Staying Healthy In Childcare 5th Edition.
Department of Education - http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-and-accreditation/early-childhood-education-care 

Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) - http://files.acecqa.gov.au/files/National-Quality-Framework-Resources-Kit/belonging_being_and_becoming_the_early_years_learning_framework_for_australia.pdf Education and Care Services National Regulations (Children (Education and Care Services) 

National Law (NSW) http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/regulation/2011/653

National Quality Framework (NQF) - http://acecqa.gov.au/national-quality-framework/

United Nations Convention on the rights of the child - https://www.unicef.org.au/
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